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S.S. Lesson and Youth Program for July 10 


ae LIBERTY IS NOTHAUTOMATIC 


e0- : Neglected liberties will inevitably be lost. The world drifts today 
toward enslavement—more than half the world population and three 


fifths of its land mass today ekes out its miserable existence under 


Communist domination. And democracy itself is on the wane, even in 


the Western world that gave it birth. What we see around us is a 
aa : narrowing of freedom, a vanishing liberty. The State more and more 
he Pee arrogates the control of human life and decision to its own power. 
val If you do not hear a bugle call to action, your liberties may shrink 
ink to a treasured memory of the past. Remember the warning of history: 
uo free men and free nations do not long remain free unless they under- 
om = stand what freedom is, and promote it with an enthusiasm that exceeds 
in § the vigor of untruth, and, equally important, dedicate themselves to 
“y the great realities that preserve its survival. 

rri- —Carl F. H. Henry 
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This is not exactly a Fourth of 
July Issue, but there are suggestive 
thoughts, here and there, on personal, 
political and spiritual freedom — how 
these may be obtained and protected. 
May the Lord make us especially mind- 
ful, these days, of our blood-bought 
freedom from the bondage of sin and 
of death. 





On the Editorial pages of this is- 
sue we are printing an appeal to you 
— readers of the Journal — for let- 
ters and comments on a matter of 
special importance. Have you ever 
written a letter to an Editor or to a 
Committee? If not, there’s a first 
time for every thing so go get your 
pen and writing paper. 





We are heartily tired of the con- 
tinuing barrage of propaganda from 
the NCC offices directly and, indirect- 
ly, through denominational offices, 
praising the NCC and excoriating the 
Air Force and non-members of the 
NCC for the “wild”, “unsubstantiat- 
ed”, charges of Communism. We 
would just as soon drop the issue. But 
if the brethren want to keep it alive 
we don’t mind. Here’s a quote to 
throw in the pot: “It is ghastly to 
see the monster atheism (Communism) 
nourished in the churches which it 
seeks to destroy. Many Communist 
fronts have operated under the guise 
of some church commission or re- 
ligious body.” J. Edgar Hoover. 





Why editors have nightmares: (from 
a church bulletin reporting Montreat 
Conferences) First Summer School 
for Leaders, June 18-24; Second Sum- 
mer School for Ladies, June 25 . 





Rev. R. P. Robertson, Oak Hill, W. 
Va., and the Rev. Orville L. Shick, 
Portsmouth, Va., have both reminded 
us that the phrase, “Fathers and 
Brethren” (Journal, June 8) seems to 
have a sound Scriptural basis judg- 
ing from Acts 7:2 and 22:1. Thank 
you! 
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News ROUNDUP 











TAIWAN — The photo below is of 
a Tent Evangelistic meeting on Tai- 
wan (Formosa) conducted by Dr. 
George A. Hudson. The photo shows 
the song leader with his word chart 
before the preaching service began. 


The use of Tent Evangelism cam- 
paigns throughout Taiwan has proved 
highly effective in reaching people for 
Christ. The campaigns themselves are 
invariably held in conjunction with 
the establishment of Evangelistic Cen- 
ters in the areas covered by the cam- 
paigns and with the establishment of 
outpost Sunday Schools and more per- 
manent congregations. As is cus- 
tomary in the States, the campaigns 
are sponsored by Presbyterian churches 
wherever possible. In some of the 
larger centers several churches com- 
bine to sponsor the meetings which 
average two weeks and more in length. 


The tent which is used in this Evan- 
gelism was given to the work by the 
congregation of the Decatur, Georgia 
Presbyterian Church. The equipment 
includes the newest type sound equip- 
ment, electric lights, folding seats, 
and portable pulpit platform. Sev- 
eral days are customarily spent in 
preparation, with prayer services in 
the sponsoring church or churches. 
The follow-up includes children’s and 
students’ meetings, enquirers’ classes, 
visitation and education. 


Supreme Court To 
Review Constitutionality 


Of Sunday Laws 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS)— 
The United States Supreme Court has 
agreed to review the constitutionality 
of Sunday laws in three states. 


Merchants in Maryland, Massachu- 
setts and Pennsylvania, who are ap- 
pealing convictions under state laws 
for doing business on Sunday, contend 
that the so-called “blue laws” are a 
violation of their constitutional rights 
and constitute an attempt to establish 
religion, contrary to the First Amend- 
ment to the Constitution. 


If the high court agrees with their 
contention, it may with one stroke 
wipe out all existing state and munici- 
pal ordinances regulating Sunday ac- 
tivities of business and entertainment 
enterprises. 


On the other hand, if the court 
agrees with the majority of State Su- 
preme Court decisions rendered down 
through the years on various test 
cases, it will uphold the constitu- 
tionality of such laws and put an end 
to a wave of litigation that has broken 
out as a result of a concerted effort 
by a number of “discount” stores and 
supermarket chains to promote Sun- 
day sales. 


The court will not hear argument 
in the cases until its term which opens 
next October, as its calendar for the 
remainder of this session is filled. 
This means that a decision will not 
be handed down until next November 
or December, at the earliest. 


Freedom Foundation 
Stresses Christian Basis 
Of Sound Economic 
And Political Order 


by John R. Richardson, D.D. 


NEW YORK, N. Y. — The free- 
doms we prize and the democracy we 
support have their foundations in a 
Biblical Christian perspective and will 
not long remain in a secular or ag- 
nostic culture — so ran the theme of 
the 11th Annual meeting of the Chris- 
tian Freedom Foundation in the Wel- 
lington Hotel, New York City, April 
27 and 28. Dr. Howard E. Kershner, 
President of the Foundation and Edi- 
tor of the official organ, Christian 
Economics, presided over the largest 
and most enthusiastic gathering ever. 


Dr. C. Gregg Singer, Catawba Col- 
lege, Salisbury, N. C. voiced the thrust 
of most of the speakers, regardless of 
the political, social or economic con- 
text of their addresses when he said, 
“True freedom has flourished where 
historic Christianity has been pre- 
served, and conversely, the repudia- 
tion of Biblical Christianity has 
brought in its wake the growth of po- 
litical despotism. 


Other speakers saw a danger to 
freedom in the political pattern which 
depends on “big government”. “The 
preservation of liberty,” said Dr. Clar- 
ence Manion, former Dean of the Law 
School of Notre Dame, “demands a 
limitation of government.” 


Mr. W. L. McGrath, one of the 
American representatives to the Inter- 
national Labor Organization Confer- 
ences in Geneva, offered two familiar 
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Russian definitions, on “universality” 
and “‘co-existence’”’. “‘ ‘Universality,’ ac- 
cording to Russian thought,” said Mr. 
McGrath, “is the doctrine that all peo- 


ples everywhere are alike. And ‘co- 
existence’ means ‘We don’t object to 
your continuing to live provided you 
do so in a manner agreeable to us.’ ”’ 


Other speakers at the two-day meet 
included Dr. August W. Brustat, Dr. 
Aurie N. Dunlap, Professor of Inter- 
national Relations, Lehigh University, 
Dr. Kershner, Dr. C. John Westhof, a 
Minister of the Christian Church, Mr. 
George Winder, English farmer, schol- 
ar and philosopher, and Mr. John H. 
Noble, prominent Illinois businessman. 





Canadian Presbyterians 
Silence Girl With 
Eyes On Pulpit 


GUELPH, Ont. —(RNS) — The 
charms of a petite 19-year-old miss 
who is determined to become the first 
female Presbyterian minister in this 
country failed to move the 250 male 
Commissioners meeting here in the 
86th General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Canada. 


They refused to let her speak. 


But the ban was only a temporary 
setback to Shirley McLeod of Water- 
lood, Ont., who came here to storm 
the Church barricades against her sex. 
A student at Bishop’s College, Lennox- 
ville, she intends to study theology 
later at Presbyterian College in Mon- 
treal with a view towards possible 
ordination. And maybe someday, in 
another Assembly with other Commis- 
sioners — well, who knows... ? 


Reformed Church 
Reports On 
Genesis Study 


BUCK MILLS FALLS, Pa.—(RNS) 
— Delegates to the annual General 
Synod of the Reformed Church in 
America tackled two thorny questions 
and resolved one — the “historicity” 
of the Book of Genesis in the Old 
Testament. The other, concerning 
recognition of Communist China and 
its admission into the U. N., which 
came to the Synod in the form of a 
resolution by its committee on over- 
tures recommending that the Synod 
“dissassociate” itself from the 1958 
Fifth World Order Study Conference, 
was tabled. 

In dealing with Genesis, the Synod 
approved a report of its Theological 
Commission which attested to the his- 
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torical character of the Bible’s First 
Book, stating the Biblical writer “in- 
tended it to be a presentation of his- 
tory.” 


The report said, however: ““‘We must 
be clear as to the nature of this his- 
tory.” 


Asserting that the “essence of Bib- 
lical faith” is that God is “active in 
and reveals Himself through, histori- 
cal events,” the report emphasized 
that two things “stand out” in this 
faith: 1) that God is “personally ac- 
tive in His world” and 2) that events 
“are important because of their mean- 
ing for faith.” 


In other actions, the Synod called 
on denominations in the World and 
National Councils of Churches to con- 
sider adopting the uniform sentence: 
“Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us,” in the 
Lord’s Prayer, instead of the present 
use of the word “debts” by some de- 
nominations, and ‘“‘trespasses’”’ by oth- 
ers; and elected Dr. Henry Bast, Pro- 
fessor of Homiletics at Western The- 
ological Seminary, its new President. 





Baccalaureate Service 
Dropped As 
Church-State Violation 


PHILMONT, N. Y. — (RNS) — 
The Ockawamick Central School here 
cancelled its traditional baccalaureate 
service for graduating seniors. The 
board of education cited a state educa- 
tion department ruling that such serv- 
ices violated the constitution if held in 
public schools. 


however, ask area 
churches to hold special services at 


Schools may, 


graduation under the ruling, the board 
said. (See Editorial, “Church And 
State”, p. 10). 





Scottish Church Defeats 
Move To Relax 
Sunday Observance 


EDINBURGH — (RNS) — By a 
vote of 220 to 208, commissioners to 
the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland decided here against any 
relaxation of traditional concepts of 
Sunday observance. 


The Assembly approved a motion 
which instructed its Church and Na- 
tion Committee to study further the 
question of Sunday observance. The 
motion termed a committee report “un- 
acceptable in its present form” thus 
indicating that it would tend to weak- 
en Scots’ traditionally conservative 
views toward Sunday activities. 


, 


“Christians,” noted the Rev. Ernest 
Heavenor of North Berwick, sponsor- 
ing the motion against the committee 
report, “have been making a stand 
throughout the country against secu- 
lar pursuits on Sunday. What does 
this Committee say to the churchmen 
— are they to feel that they no longer 
have the official support of their 
Church?” 











“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance.”’— 
Galatians 5:22. Good-living always 
follows God-loving. It never comes 
naturally until the heart is occupied 
by the Spirit of God. 





THE READERS ASK 


(Address your questions to “The Readers Ask,” c/o the JOURNAL) 


Q. May an Elder from another 
Presbyterian church, recently moved 
into the community and uniting with 
a local congregation, be invited to 
participate in Communion services and 
to meet with the Session in its regular 
meetings without being elected to the 
Session by the new congregation? 


A. Once ordained an Elder, certain 
prerogatives of the office remain for 
life, such as the privilege of participat- 
ing in the Communion service and in 
the ordination of other Elders. An 
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Elder “rotated off” the Session may 
also represent the congregation which 
elected him at meetings of Church 
Courts such as the Presbytery. But 
no Elder joining a new congregation 
is automatically a member of the Ses- 
sion, nor has he the right to partici- 
pate in the Session’s deliberations un- 
til he has been elected to the governing 
body of the congregation by congrega- 
tional vote. 


Once elected he must be duly in- 
stalled, but he is not re-ordained. 


1960 
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A searching examination of God’s purpose for His Own—2nd of four parts. 


The Source Of Righteousness 


A. S. LOIZEAUX 


Our Lord repeatedly declared that 
righteousness comes to a person only 
in the acquisition of a new nature: 


“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Ex- 
cept one be born anew, hg cannot see 
the Kingdom of God . . ." Except one 
be born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God. That which is born of the flesh 
is flesh; and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit’? (John 3:3,5,6). 


Here the Lord Jesus explains the 
divine means that God uses to impart 
that righteousness which is essential 
to every soul that enters His holy 
Kingdom. It is nothing less than a 
new divine life imparted in the new 
birth from above. This spiritual birth 
is accomplished by the Spirit of God 
using as His instrument the Word of 
Life. 


God’s Requirements of the Sinner 


God’s only requirements of the sin- 
ner to obtain this new birth is faith 
in His Son. 


“He that believeth on the Son hath 
eternal life; but he that obeyeth not 
the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him” (John 
3:36). 


What a precious and divinely lib- 
eral gate to the riches of God’s grace! 
Only believe! Human works are not 
required. All and every one may be- 
lieve. A little child can believe, and 
even on their death beds hardened 
sinners can repent of their wickedness 
and believe on the Son of God. “Him 
that cometh unto Me I will in no wise 
(not on any account) cast out.” 


Eternal Life 


It is important to understand that 
eternal life is not a prolongation of 
natural life. It is a different kind 
of life altogether. It is the very life 
of God Himself transmitted to the be- 
liever by the Spirit in the new birth. 
It is righteous and holy in character 
as well as eternal in duration. 


Eternal Life is Christ’s Life 


“He that hath the Son hath the 
life and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not THE life” (1 John 5:12). 


What a precious possession we have 
in life eternal! And this life is as- 
sured to us by two divine securities. 
It is hid with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). 
May we find a perpetual joy in this 
possession which nothing can disturb. 
“Rejoice rather that your names are 
written in Heaven.” 


The Reception of Christ 


We should be clear that the new 
birth and eternal life results not from 
just the mental acceptance of a doc- 
trine, although this is included as a 
description of the Truth. The essence 
of salvation is the personal, actual, re- 
ception of a PERSON, Jesus Christ 
the Son of God, as our divine Savior 
and Lord. 


“But as many as received Him, to 
them gave He the right to become 
children of God, even to them that 
believe on His Name; who were born 
not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God” (John 1:12,13). 


We receive Christ by believing on 
His Name just as in John 3:16. But 
this truth of receiving Christ is so di- 
vinely deep and rich in its conse- 
quences, that it is expressed in var- 
ious ways in Holy Writ, that all may 
understand. Each of the many state- 
ments of the Gospel has met the pe- 
culiar soul-needs of host* of the re- 
deemed. 


The New Creation 


“Wherefore if any man is in Christ, 
(he is) a new creature; old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 


God insists that His children be like 
Himself. We must separate from all 
evil as He is separate from evil. We 
fashion ourselves every day by our 
thoughts and our deeds. Our Father 
demands that we be “Holy in all man- 
ner of living.”” What will happen if 
we are not? God is Judge as well as 
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Father and He judges impartially, but 
He begins in His own house with His 
own children. Therefore we fear and 
reverence Him lest we feel the stroke 
of His correcting rod. 


Justification by Works 


“Ye see that by works a man is 
justified, and not only by faith, 
. . . For as the body apart from the 
spirit is dead, even so faith apart from 


works is dead” (James 2:24-26). 


James teaches that real and living 
faith will always be evidenced by 
works of faith, just as a tree is known 
by its fruit. If a person has received 
spiritual life from God, that life will 
make itself known by outward works. 


Abraham proved the reality of his 
faith when he offered Isaac his own 
son on the altar. He could never 
have done this apart from supreme 
confidence in the promises of God. 


What solemn warnings we find in 
Scripture to those whose lives fail 
to show a radical contrast with the 
lives of the children of this world! 


The Righteous and the Wicked 
Contrasted 


Throughout the Old Testament the 
righteous are contrasted with the 
wicked. These scores of statements 
prove that righteousness is character- 
istically developed in the lives of God’s 
people. This development of practical 
righteousness is so obvious that men 
are separated into two classes, the 
righteous and the wicked. 


“Wilt Thou consume the righteous 
with the wicked? That be far 
from Thee to do after this manner, 
to slay the righteous with the wicked, 
that so the righteous should be as the 
wicked; that be far from Thee: shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?” 


“For Jehovah knoweth the way of 
the righteous; but the way of the 
wicked shall perish” (Psalm 1:6). 


“Jehovah trieth the righteous; but 


the wicked and him that loveth violencethey should have been teachers (Heb. 


His soul hateth” (Psalm 11:5). 


These and other Scriptures prove 
that the righteous are those who have 
developed a righteous character be- 
fore men as well as before God. No 
doubt God reckons a man to be right- 
eous when he first exercises faith, but 
this has its immediate and continuing 
evidence in the man’s works and char- 
acter. 


Our Lord’s Teaching 


“I say unto you, that except your 
righteousness exceed the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
in no wise enter into the kingdom of 


Heaven” (Matt. 5:20). 


This does not mean that we are 
saved by works, but that unless those 
who profess to be Christ’s disciples 
have a genuinely righteous life as a 
result of salvation, their profession is 
spurious. 


“Blessed are they that hunger and 
thirst after righteousness; for they 


shall be filled’ (Matt. 5:6). 


This is the development of right- 
eousness in true disciples of Christ. 


“I am the True Vine, and My Father 
is the Husbandman. Every branch in 
Me that beareth fruit, He cleanseth 
(pruneth) it, that it may bear more 
fruit” (John 15:1,2). 


What a solemn statement this is 
as to the necessity of fruit-bearing 
for the Christian! 


The Immense Importance of 
Developing a Righteous life 


Why does God not take His children 
to Heaven as soon as they are born 
again? There are many reasons. They 
are sent out into the world as His 
witnesses and ambassadors. They are 
left here to be the salt of the earth, 
and the light of the world. They are 
His servants to labor in His harvest 
fields. But not the least of the reasons 
we are left here is to grow from babes 
to young men and fathers; to grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. God 
plans not only to have spiritual babies 
in Heaven, but strong men in the 
image and likeness of His Son. 


“Christ Formed in You” 


Paul told the Christians at Corinth 
that they were spiritual babies taking 
only milk when they should be eating 
solid food (I Cor. 3:1,2). The He- 
brew Christians were still babies when 


5:11-14). The Christians at Galatia 
had left the truth of grace for legality 
so that Paul wrote them that he 
labored in vain for them until Christ 
should be formed in them (Gal. 4:19). 


What a challenge these statements 
are to all of us, and what a warning 
to all who do not show an undoubted 
growth in spiritual life from year to 
year! 


The Battle Against Evil 


While in the world we have three 
great enemies; the world, the flesh, 
and the Devil. But God has made 
provision for us to obtain the victory. 
If we are familiar with our great in- 
heritance in Heaven and are pressing 
on to the better country, the world 
will lose its attraction and will look 
poor and sick in comparison. 


If we walk in the Spirit, we shall 
not yield to the lusts of the flesh, and 
if we resist the Devil with the Sword 
of the Spirit, he will flee from us. 
We are called on to be good soldiers. 
This life is no picnic; it is a fight for 
great stakes. 





Remember that nothing will run it- 
self unless it is running downhill. 





God is for us, no doubt, but we have 
to be for God and against the enemy, 
or we shall be defeated. We make 
the choices, and if we choose for God 
and for righteousness, He will give 
victory. See this issue as it is des- 
cribed by Paul! 


“The weapons of our warfare are 
not of the flesh, but mighty before 
God to the casting down of strong- 
holds; casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that is exalted against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing 
every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ’? (2 Cor. 10:4,5). 


What Results From a Life for 
God and Righteousness? 


Our Lord said: 


“Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
upon the earth, where moth and rust 
consume, and where thieves break 
through and steal; but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth consume, 
and where thieves do not break 
through through nor steal; for where 
thy treasure is there will thy heart 
be also” (Matt. 6:19-21). 


According to this a lot of “Chris- 
tian” living is pretty much according 


to the world — how very short-sight- 


ed we are! 
part? 


Why not choose the better 


There is a great day coming when 
we get to Heaven, a day of appraisal, 
when Christ will review each of our 
lives and test every work in God’s 
light. Then it will be seen what each 
one has gained by trading for the 
Lord. Some will be rich with the true 
riches. Others will suffer loss; they 
will be saved, but so as by fire. It 
takes faith to live and build for eter- 
nity, but it is true wisdom and will have 
tremendous reward! 


Building Character for Eternity 


Then there is the matter of Char- 
acter. Think for a moment of the 
great men of old. Abraham was called 
by Jehovah, “My Friend.” With Moses 
God spake face to face. God took 
Enoch and Elijah home with Him to 
Heaven without death: There must 
have been something special in these 
men that pleased God. Daniel was 
“greatly beloved.”” God called David 
“A man after My Own heart.” And 
there are many others with some char- 
acter especially precious to God. Does 
your heart beat a little faster as you 
think it may be possible for you to 
build a character that in some special 
way is precious to God? 


What About Trial and 
Suffering and Loss? 


Perhaps you are thinking that de- 
votion to “the Kingdom of God and 
His righteousness” will entail worldly 
loss, and even trial and suffering for 
His sake. Possibly even death on the 
mission field. That may be but that 
is what God’s servants have always 
faced and His heroes have endured. 
But God’s Word tells us and faith 
knows, that “Our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us more and more exceedingly an 
eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17). 


Let us then deliberately decide to 
seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, knowing that necessary 
things shall be given to us. Let our 
purpose be to walk with God, doing 
His will, serving Him faithfully. Then 
we shall not fail of the true riches and 
the character which the Spirit forms 
in us. 


* * * * ~ 


Mr. Loizeaux, an electrical engineer 
now of Towson, Maryland, is co- 
founder and teacher of the Baltimore 
School of the Bible. 
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The second of three articles on Christian Schools 


How To Start a Christian School in a Local Church 


REV. WILLIAM E. HILL, JR. 


During the past twenty-nine years, 
I have been the pastor of one church, 
serving another church concurrently 
during a period of ten years, having 
organized two other churches and two 
chapels. I am essentially\a pastor, 
vitally interested in the Sunday School 
and the program of the church. Dur- 
ing all of those years, I was deeply 
interested, also, in evangelism, carry- 
ing on an active evangelistic program 
in my own church and conducting 
more than a hundred twenty-five evan- 
gelistic meetings throughout the South 
in other churches. 


However, during all those years, I 
felt that something was lacking in the 
work, that something else was needed. 
Some twelve years ago, I became vital- 
ly concerned about Christian educa- 
tion in the local church, beyond the 
work of the Sunday School. The other 
ministers of the city and I planned to 
put on a program of Bible in the pub- 
lic schools when the Supreme Court 
handed down its historic decision 
twelve years ago concerning the teach- 
ing of Bible in the public schools. Our 
program immediately fell through, but 
it left me thinking and praying. 


As a result (in spite of opposition) 
through prayer and the leading of the 
Spirit, we opened a kindergarten in 
our local church. Then, two years 
later, we added first, second and third 
grades — taught by one teacher. In 
succeeding years we added one grade 
each year, until finally there was a 
complete High School, all twelve 
grades and the kindergarten. 


The school today has an enrollment 
of 250 with a long waiting list. The 
Bible is taught throughout, all teachers 
are dedicated Christians, all courses 
are taught and activities conducted 
from a Christian point of view and 
spirit. This is what I feel is needed 
to supplement the work of our 
churches in the Sunday School and in 
our evangelistic efforts, to give a 


permanence and effectiveness to them. 
The Sunday School alone is not 
enough. Our evangelistic efforts alone 
are not enough. We need a program 
of weekday education in our churches 
for lasting and effective Christian 
nurture. 


We need it, first of all, because pub- 
lic schools are becoming increasingly 
paganized. We can no longer depend 
upon them to give our children a bal- 
anced education. We need it, in the 
second place, because our Sunday 
Schools are not doing the job of pro- 
ducing intelligent and balanced Chris- 
tians. We need it, in the third place, 
because there have been profound 
changes in the home; and the Christian 
home is simply not doing the job. We 
need it, in the fourth place, because 
of the fact that a vital part of the 
Great Commission of Christ is “‘teach- 
ing them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you” and in 
the present set-up of our churches, 
our efforts to obey the command are 
pitifully inadequate in consideration 
of the scope of the command and the 
urgency of the need. 


What has been done in Hopewell, 
Virginia, can, I believe, be repeated 
in any Presbyterian church of average 
size or in groups of Presbyterian 
churches in any community if there 
are a few who will catch the vision, 
pray and seek the leading of the Lord 
in the matter. 


Money? Yes, money is needed; but 
we found that, as a rule, twenty-five 
pupils paying a moderate tuition of 
$4 a week could support a dedicated 
teacher, not a high priced teacher, but 
a thoroughly qualified, dedicated teach- 
er. Our school was built up, grade 
by grade, on this basis, with the church 
supplementing the school funds to the 
extent of about $2,500 a year. Such 
supplementary funds can easily be se- 
cured in any church by voluntary con- 
tributions from a dozen or so mem- 
bers, if the officers of the church are 
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not willing to put it in the church 
budget. 


Equipment? With some adaptation 
and addition of modern desks and 
blackboards, the educational plant of 
the average church can be used. The 
school activities effect a little wear 
and tear on the church property, but 
this is more than compensated by the 
fact that the Sunday School has the 
use of the school property, which adds 
greatly to its efficiency. Even a 
science laboratory can be fixed up in 
some out-of-the-way corner of the 
building for a modest outlay, say two 
or three hundred dollars. 


Credits? Well, the requirements 
differ in different states. Some states 
require private schools to meet rather 
high standards; others do not. It is 
easy, however, to meet most standards. 
It is easy to surpass that which is be- 
ing done in the public schools, per- 
haps not in equipment, but in ef- 
ficiency, in thoroughness, in the neces- 
sary basic courses. A Christian School 
may not be able to teach all of the 
elective courses that are sometimes 
offered in high school, nor carry all 
of the so-called frills of education 
which are mostly superfluous; but it 
can give a thorough grounding educa- 
tion which will surpass in efficiency 
anything that the public schools can 
give. If we know that our children 
are thoroughly trained, then we need 
not worry about credits. 


It was our experience in Hopewell 
that the public schools were most 
courteous and friendly in accepting 
our children when they transferred 
back to the public schools. We always 
said to the teachers, “Accreditation 
will take care of itself. If we do a 
good job and prepare our children 
thoroughly, they will measure up any- 
where.” 


College entrance? Well, most col- 
leges require entrance examinations, 
and if our children are thoroughly pre- 
pared, they will have no trouble with 









As a matter of 


these examinations. 
fact, many colleges are more enthusi- 
astic about having youngsters from 


private schools than from _ public 
schools. 
Teachers? Yes, teachers are hard 


to get in private schools, as well as in 
the public schools; but we have a tre- 
mendous advantage in that we have 
the leading of the Holy Spirit. There 
are many teachers everywhere who 
would like to be in this sort of work. 
The Holy Spirit will lead us to them. 
Through all the years in Hopewell, 
God supplied our needs for competent 
teachers. Those who served our 
school were all college graduates, and 
all were competent in their fields. 


A Christian school has tremendous 
advantages over the public schools in 
that classes are small and more oppor- 
tunity for individual attention appears. 
The teachers are more dedicated, the 
pupils are more interested and the 
power and blessing of the Holy Spirit 
is evident in the classroom. Any 
church can do it by the power of God, 
and all churches should seriously con- 
sider it. We must return to programs 
of Christian education on the primary 
and secondary levels eventually—why 


not now? 
a * aK oe * 


The Rev. Mr. Hill, formerly pastor 
of the West End Church, Hopewell, 
Va., now devotes his full time to evan- 
gelistic work. 





What Is Heresy? 


There is a sense in which it is 
true to say that you can prove 
anything you like from the Bible. 
That is how heresies have arisen. 
The heretics are never dishonest 
men; they are mistaken men. They 
should not be thought of as men 
who deliberately set out to do wrong 
and teach something that is wrong; 
they have been some of the most 
sincere men that the Church has 
ever known. What has been the 
matter with them? Their trouble 
is this: they evolve a theory and 
they are rather pleased with it; 
then they go back with this theory 
to the Bible and they seem to find 
it everywhere. 


—D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
STUDIES IN THE SERMON 
ON THE MOUNT 











Does St Matter 


REV. WILLIAM S. SMITH 


Very often, in discussions of the 
issues raised by Higher Criticism of 
the Bible, someone sooner or later asks 
the question, “What difference does it 
make, anyway?” For instance: “So 
the critics deny that Moses wrote the 
first five books of the Old Testament. 
So they divide those books into various 
documents and assign them to un- 
known writers and editors working 
long periods of time. I still can’t see 
that it makes any difference to us?” 


Now it is to this question that I 
want to speak a word. For before 
anyone will take the trouble to expose 
the fallacies of destructive criticism 
(which can be and is being very ef- 
fectively done), he must first believe 
that “It does make a difference.” 


To show that these and similar ques- 
tions do matter, let us consider, for 
instance, what will follow if we reject 
the traditional authorship of the 
Pentateuch. Here I quote from the 
thorough-going study of this matter 
by Dr. O. T. Allis. 


“a. The first consequence is the re- 
jection of all the positive external 
evidence, both Biblical and extra-Bib- 
lical, as to the authorship of the 
Pentateuch. This is to be done, not 
on the authority of older and better 
evidence, as no such evidence has been 
produced. It is to be done in the in- 
terest of a theory, the correctness of 
which has never been proved. And 
since this rejection of external evi- 
dence necessarily involves and includes 
the rejection of the testimony of the 
New Testament and, most important 
of all, the testimony of Jesus as re- 
corded in it, the question of the Mosaic 
authorship of the Pentateuch becomes 
a matter of very vital concern to the 
New Testament Christian. Unless he 
is prepared to treat it as of no im- 
portance whether Jesus is correctly 
quoted in the New Testament, or 
whether He accommodated Himself to 
Jewish prejudices and accepted tra- 
ditions which He knew to be false, or 
whether He was in such a sense a ‘man 
of his age’ that He was as ignorant 
as His contemporaries of the ‘facts’ 
which the critics claim to have dis- 
covered, the Christian of today must 


regard the question of the Mosaic au- 
thorship of the Pentateuch as no less 
important than it was held to be be- 
fore the rise of higher criticism first 
called it into question, and then posi- 
tively rejected it. 


“bh. The second consequence of the 
rejection of the Mosaic authorship of 
the Pentateuch is the admission that 
the account of the ‘Mosaic’ age given 
us in it is a fundamentally erroneous 
one. Moses is the outstanding figure. 
He is mentioned more than 500 times 
in Exodus to Deuteronomy. But if 
all the legal codes of the Pentateuch 
date from long after Moses’ time, and 
if the history is late and unreliable, 
Moses becomes a decidedly elusive fig- 
ure; and it becomes difficult if not 
impossible to account for the promi- 
nent role assigned to him. His repu- 
tation is vast, but the deeds which 
serve as the basis for it are no longer 
to be regarded as his. 
kind of legal fiction. 


He becomes a 


“ce 


ce. The third consequence of the 
acceptance of this theory is the adop- 
tion of a low view of the authority 
and credibility of the Bible as a whole. 
For, as will appear in the course of 
the discussion, it is only by rejecting 
or amending the statements of Scrip- 
ture that the evidence cited above can 
be overthrown.” 


O. T. Allis, THE FIVE BOOKS OF 
MOSES, Philadelphia, 1949, pp. 10-11. 
The serious student of the Bible, or 
anyone who has had doubts raised in 
his mind by the claims of the critics 
should study this Less ex- 
haustive treatments by conservative 
scholars can be found in THE NEW 
BIBLE COMMENTARY, by Davidson, 
Stibbs and Kevan, Grand Rapids, 1954, 
pp. 31-34, and in the article in THE 
INTERNATIONAL STANDARD BI- 
BLE ENCYCLOPEDIA. An excellent 
sketch of the history of criticism of the 
Pentateuch is to be found in E. J. 
Young’s AN INTRODUCTION TO 
THE OLD TESTAMENT, Grand 
Rapids, 1949, pp. 109-153. 


work. 


The Rev. Mr. Smith is pastor of 
the Zachary, La., Church. 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 





HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville S. C. 


J. A. Ellison Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville S. C. 


R. P. Crumley, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Lancaster S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mgr -Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, §. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 


F. B. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Jr., Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mgor.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 
KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mor.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Everett C. Huggins, Mor.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Magar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mgar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 





Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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BDIVORIALS 


An Essay On Why Sheep 
Are Treated Like Sheep 


A wise man once said, “Eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty”. The 
principle applies, not only in the po- 
litical sphere, but in every other as 
well. You and I will continue to en- 
joy cherished moral and religious tra- 
ditions and institutions only if we care 
enough to look out for them. When 
changes occur, it is nearly always be- 
cause we ourselves created the circum- 
stances and either willfully or by de- 
fault provided the occasions for them 
to occur. 


Many times we have heard of “the 
will of the people” or “the voice of 
the Church” or “the mind of the As- 
sembly” or “36 million Protestants 
speak” ——- when all the time it was 
the “will” or the “voice” or the “mind”’ 
of only an aggressive few with the in- 
itiative and the courage to speak out. 
But they did speak out and who is to 
say that they haven’t the right to their 
claims when there was no voice to 
the contrary? 


We can think of a half-dozen re- 
cent instances within our own Church 
in which an action or a motion or a 
resolution or a program was given the 
encouragement of “unanimous action” 
or “almost unanimous action” simply 
because those who would have dis- 
agreed kept their tongues... or their 
pens. In a recent meeting of a 
Church Court, after a speaker had 
made an impassioned oration favoring 
a certain action, we were approached 
privately by no less than four of his 
associates, each saying, “I want you 
to know that so-and-so did not speak 
for me”. 


Perhaps not. But all it takes to 
get a mule train going is one white 
mare at the head. And all it takes to 
get a flock of sheep willingly to enter 
the slaughter house is a judas goat in 
front. When those who want to get 
things done in a different way pro- 
ceed on the assumption that there are 
none who care to the contrary, they 
certainly may be pardoned for hav- 
ing jumped to the wrong conclusion 
if they first put their ears to the 
ground but heard nothing. 


When the time comes for a “speak 
now or hereafter forever hold your 
peace”, none should complain that 
things did not go to suit them if they 
didn’t take the trouble to let them- 
selves be heard. 


During the next few months we ex- 
pect to offer several opportunities for 
those who care, to be heard. 





Here’s A Chance 
To Apply Free Will 
To Predestination 


In line with the above comments 
we are hereby passing on to our read- 
ers an appeal which has just come in 
from Dr. John Leith, Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Richmond 27, Virginia. 


Dr. Leith is Chairman of the Com- 
mittee which has been studying the 
“advisability” of revising, within 
Chapter III of the Confession of 
Faith, paragraph 3, 4 and 7, which 
especially have to do with the “nega- 
tive” side of Predestination. 


The Committee wants to know what 
the Church thinks should be done with 
these paragraphs. Dr. Leith writes: 
“Our Committee will give serious con- 
sideration to all communications which 
it receives.” 


Here is one of the opportunities to 
which we were referring in the edi- 
torial, above, for readers of the Jour- 
nal to have a personal hand in choos- 
ing the direction our Church will take 
in an important matter. The Commit- 
tee evidently wants to know wherein 
lies the sentiment of the Church. We 
would like to know, too, and we would 
appreciate a copy of your letter to the 
Committee if you care to send us one. 


We would say one thing only: No 
Presbyterian member (or Session) who 
does NOT take the trouble to let him- 
self (or itself) be heard will have 
reason, before God or before man, to 
say anything about the final decision 
of the Committee, after it is made. 


Church And State 


The story on p. 4, of the High 
School which has dropped its tradi- 
tional baccalaureate services on the 
grounds that these violate the prin- 
ciple of the separation of Church and 
State, is symptomatic of some of the 
unusual things happening in these days 
of religious, moral and political con- 
fusion. We report it, simply to re- 
mind our readers and ourselves that 
we are living in times when nothing 
can be taken for granted ... not even 
the fact that this is supposed to be 
a Christian nation. 


Of course it sometimes happens that 
our own religious institutions do little 
to help clarify the confusion. Surely 
another low of some sort was attained 
by the National Council of Churches 
which recently went on record oppos- 
ing an amendment to the Constitution 
which would declare that this nation, 
under God, is to be recognized as a 
Christian nation ... on the grounds 
of religious freedom. 





Cigarettes And Cancer 


The writer has never considered cig- 
arette smoking a moral issue. He does 
not smoke and he knows that it is a 
habit which fixes its tentacles on many 
individuals until they are hooked — 
and for good — and that for this 
reason alone Christians should con- 
sider the example of smoking because 
of its effect on the younger genera- 
tion. 


But heavy cigarette smoking has now 
come in for a great deal of research 
as a cause for lung cancer. 


Five years ago the writer attended 
the Sir John Frazier lectures in Edin- 
burgh at which time Dr. Evarts Gra- 
ham presented the cumulative evi- 
dence with reference to cigarettes and 
lung cancer. 


More recently Dr. Alton Ochsner 
of New Orleans said: “If there was 
one-tenth the evidence that Brooklyn 
Bridge was unsafe for traffic it would 
be closed in 24 hours.” 


Cigarette smoking therefore now 
comes into the same category as ex- 
cessive eating (with added weight 
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which contributes to heart disease), 
along with any other excesses which 
weaken the body’s resistance and 
thereby shorten life. 


Paul faced similar problems in his 
day. Writing to the Christians in Cor- 
inth he said: “And every man that 
striveth for the mastery is temperate 
in all things. Now they do it to ob- 
tain a corruptible crown; but we an 
incorruptible . . .But I keep under my 
body, and bring it under subjection:” 
(I Cor. 9:25,27) 


Should not all Christians set an ex- 


| ample on the same basis? 


—L. N. B. 





Roman Catholic 
Bloc Voting 


A penetrating editorial in a recent 
issue of THE CHURCH HERALD has 
pointed out, for us, a significant dif- 
ference which is beginning to appear 
between the Protestant attitude to- 
wards a Roman President and the Ro- 
man attitude towards a Roman Presi- 
dent. 


Says the HERALD, “The Wisconsin 
and West Virginia primaries have tak- 
en place and they have quite decisively 
shown that it is the Roman Catholics, 
rather than the Protestants, who are 


| guilty of ‘block voting’ for their co- 


religionist . . . The Wisconsin primary 
confirmed (the fact that) in areas 
where Roman Catholics predominate 
and the Republicans had a sizable vote, 
Roman Catholics crossed party lines 
en masse to vote for their co-relig- 
ionist. The West Virginia primary, on 
the other hand, showed that Protes- 
tants were hopelessly divided, and 
that then and there, at least, there 
was no ‘Protestant vote’ for Sen. 
Humphrey as there had been a ‘Ro- 
man Catholic vote’ for Sen. Kennedy 
in Wisconsin . . . the statistical facts 
prove that Roman Catholics do prefer 
to vote for a Roman Catholic, rather 
than a Protestant, for President’. 





“He that soweth to the Spirit shall 
of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” — 
Galatians 6:8. To invest one’s life in 
God’s promises is to guarantee a rich 
return in terms of satisfaction, as- 
surance and peace. 


A Layman And His Church 


GATE CRASHING 


One of the most colorful characters 
of the past generation was “One Eye’d 
Connelly” who for years boasted that 
he could crash the gate of any public 
event, securing admission without pay- 
ing. 


Because of his repeated successes 
there eventuated a matching of wits 
between local police and detectives on 
the one hand and Connelly on the 
other. At one event he would walk 
through the gate unnoticed, carrying 
a block of ice on his shoulder. At 
another he would appear with elec- 
trician’s equipment to take care of 
an “emergency short-circuit’. Again 
he would insinuate himself into a group 
of newsmen, or politically important 
people, and walk in boldly, even lead- 
ing the procession. 


The antics, devices and subterfuges 
of Connelly are amusing even today 
as we think of the ingenuity and 
brazenness by which he accomplished 
his purpose. 


But there is nothing amusing about 
man’s attempts to crash the gate of 
Heaven. God has paid the admission 
in the blood of His Son. He is the 
Way and there is no other. 


That any who have heard the Gos- 
pel message should persist in trying 
to “climb up some other way” is both 
presumption and folly. In ignorance; 
confused and thwarted by presupposi- 
tions; convinced of our own abilities; 
we lose sight of the grace of God and 
its all-sufficiency. 


Perhaps unwittingly, but none the 
less truly, we presume to resist the 
sovereignty of God. Isaiah expressed 
the thought in these words: “ ... for 
shall the work say to him that made 
it, He made me not? or shall the thing 
framed say of him that framed it, He 
had no understanding?” (29:16), 
“Woe to him that striveth with his 
Maker! . . . Shall the clay say to him 
that fashioned it, What makest thou? 
or thy work, He hath no hands.” (45: 
9). Paul expressed the same idea: 


“Nay but, O man, who art thou that 
repliest against God? Shall the thing 
formed say to him that formed it, 
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Why hast thou made me thus?” (Rom. 
9:20). 


The plan of salvation — man’s way 
into Heaven — has been ordained and 
prepared by the Sovereign God and 
man’s questions as to why become 
suspect unless they come from hearts 
willing to know and act upon God’s 
revealed will. 


There is also involved the purposes 
of God. He is longsuffering towards 
us, “not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repent- 
ance.” The invitation and welcome is 
universal; the “whosoever” is open to 
all; but, the purpose of God that men 
shall come to Him through Christ 
alone is thwarted by man’s unbelief. 
Our Lord affirmed “no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.” John the 
Baptist said: “. . . and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 
Peter takes up the theme with the 
words: “Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, where- 
by we must be saved.” It is the pur- 
pose of God to save men through 
faith in His Son, and in no other way. 


God not only has a purpose but He 
also had a plan, and this centers in 
His Son. The Bible makes this plan 
so clear that a little child can under- 
stand and accept it, but in its implica- 
tions there is a depth that the most 
learned theologian can never exhaust. 


The simplicity of God’s plan is a 
stumbling block to many because of 
our innate ignorance, rebellion, con- 
ceit and weakness. Man has always 
wanted to do something to earn en- 
trance into Heaven. Confronted with 
the necessity of simple faith he often 
stumbles and embarks on a plan of 
his own making. It is argued that 
God is too good to damn anyone and 
that therefore all must eventually be 
saved. But Christ says: “He that be- 
lieveth on Him is not condemned: but 
he that believeth not is condemned al- 
ready, because he hath not believed 
in the Name of the Only Begotten Son 
of God.” 

(Cont. on p. 16, Col. 3) 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Amos Demands Social Justice 


Bible Material: Amos 2:6-8; 5; 8:4-6 


Devotional Reading: Romans 15:1-6 


There was a dire need for social justice among the 
Jews in Amos’ day, and as we look at our world we 
see this need everywhere in our day. Taking advantage 
of this need there has grown up a scheme called Com- 
munism which has spread until a large part of the 
world is under its influence and it becomes a menace 
to all the balance of the free world. Let us look at 
the facts concerning this philosophy and religion, for 
it has become a religion to its followers and they are 
very zealous and fanatical, putting us Christians to 
shame at times. 


Communism is clearly devil-inspired, for it hates 
God and all knowledge about Him and it hates all 
men who do not agree with it. The essence of true 
religion is love to God and love to men. The core of 
Communism is hatred of God and hatred of all men 
who oppose it. It is led by the most wicked men of 
the world, men who are guilty of being the murderers 
of millions of innocent men, women, and children. It 
is cunning and deceitful. It uses words like “freedom” 
and “democracy” and “comradship” and “sharing” and 
“social justice” when its leaders mean the opposite of 
what these words usually mean. It is a cruel and blood- 
thirstv system as we see from its record in Russia and 
Red China. It has succeeded in fooling manv men 
and has risen to great power. I feel sure that it is one 
of the “curses” sent upon the earth which are repre- 
sented by symbols in the book of Revelation. Right 
now it holds millions of men in slavery and keeps the 
world in a state of terror. We have to spend billions 
of dollars for defense against its tremendous power. It 
does nothing to ease the burden of social injustice, but 
increases that burden. 


Now, by way of contrast, let us look at our land of 
“free enterprise” which has become a target for the 
wrath of the Communists. Conditions are not perfect 
in the United States by any means, but compared to 
conditions in communist lands they are as superior as 
light is to darkness. Every state and county and citv 
of any size in our land has its welfare department 
whose business is to look after the poor, and a com- 
munity chest to which our people contribute most lib- 
erally. Here we have Social Security which is meant 
certainly for the help of those who grow old. The 
Salvation Army and Red Cross do their part and even 
unemployment insurance is available for the jobless. 
Because of Christian influences we are mindful of the 
fact that we must take care of the poor. There is 
need for improvement, but there is no doubt that we 
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look after the peor much better than we used to do, 
and we should praise God for this fact. 


The teaching of the Bible is very clear and plain on 
this subject. It is stated in many ways and in many 
places. Paul states it for us in our Devotional Read- 
ing from Romans 15: “We then that are strong ought 
to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves”. No man lives to himself and no man dies 
to himself. We are our brothers’ keepers. The sum- 
mary of the Ten Commandments is to love the Lord 
our God with all our heart and soul and mind and 
strength and our neighbor as ourselves. We might 
sum up this last part in the words, “social justice.” 
And social justice can be reduced to one word: LOVE. 
God made many laws for the protection of the poor 
and He expects us to keep those laws. In Amos’ time, 
under Jeroboam II — a time of prosperity — there 
was oppression and greed and selfishness on the part 
of the rich. This is often the case in times of seeming 
prosperity. The rich grow richer at the expense of 
the poor. 


Amos had a very difficult task to perform. His 
home was in the south and his message was to the 
Northern Kingdom. Think of how hard it would have 
been for a preacher from our own south to have tried 
to tell northern people what to do right after the War 
between the States!) There was somewhat the same 
feeling between the Southern and Northern kingdoms 
in the time of Amos, for there had been friction and 
war between them. He introduces his subject in a 
very tactful way. Let us look at this for a few minutes: 


I. Amos’ Introduction: Amos I and 2 


The prophet starts with words about Damascus. 
Syria had been an enemy of Israel for years and I feel 
sure the Israelites rather enjoyed hearing Amos de- 
nounce her: “For three transgressions of Damascus, 
and for four, I will not turn away the punishment 
thereof; because they have threshed Gilead with thresh- 
ing instruments of iron.” The Israelites would readily 
agree that Damascus ought to be judged and punished. 
Amos’ denunciation of that country suited them. 
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| did cast off all pity.” 





He next turns to Gaza. The Philistines, too, had 
fought with Israel and Judah. He pronounces judg- 
ment upon all their country and cities. 


Tyrus comes in for condemnation because they re- 
membered not the brotherly covenant. “I will send 
a fire on the wall of Tyrus, which shall devour the 
palaces thereof”. 


He continues his message by denouncing Edom, “be- 
cause he did pursue his brother with the sword, and 
Then he turns to Ammon and 


_ accuses the Ammonites of terrible cruelty to women 


| especially. 


He accuses Moab of burning the bones of 


| the king of Edom in lime. 


Then Amos, to the delight no doubt of his hearers, 
delivers a message about his home country of Judah. 
Notice that he is severe in his condemnation of his 


} own people, and that he accuses them of despising the 
| law of the Lord, and not keeping His commandments. 





He had not charged the other nations with this par- 
ticular sin for they were heathen nations. But Judah 
had the law of God and was in a different class: “And 
I will send a fire upon Judah”. Judah had more light 
and therefore was doubly responsible. 


In verse 6 of chapter 2 Amos begins his real message 
to Israel: “Thus saith the Lord; for three transgres- 
sions of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away the 
punishment thereof; because they sold the righteous 
for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes.” He ac- 
cuses them of social evils. In a time of prosperity, such 
as in the reign of Jeroboam II, this seems to have been 
one of their outstanding sins — oppression of the poor. 


The balance of the book is devoted to denunciations 
and a final call to repentance with the assurance that 
God will accept them if they will turn to Him. 


I wish to quote here from Dr. Campbell Morgan: 
“The living message of this book is preeminently ap- 
plicable to national life. The first note is that Je- 
hovah still holds the balances of even justice, and that 
He is against all the things which He was against in 
the days of Amos”. He is against all the cruelty and 
treachery of the nations today even as then. “We 
speak of the changes of the centuries — God never 
changes. We say that the old order changes. The 
Divine order never changes. The Divine methods 
change, the Divine dispensations change, but the un- 
derlying principles of the attitude of God towards man 
never changes. Cruelty is as hateful to God on the 
Congo as it was in Syria.” Think of the charges which 
Germany and Russia and Red China will have to face, 
and remember that we in America are not guiltless 
and that we have more light. 


Continuing from Dr. Morgan: “This book teaches 
secondly that the people chosen to be the despository 
of truth have the greatest responsibility. When we 
make our boast in the Divine calling of the Anglo- 
Saxon peoples, let us also howl for our sins, and cry 
aloud and spare not against our corrupting of the 
covenant”. 


Dr. Morgan goes on to apply the lesson to his own 
nation. He is writing about England, but we can apply 
his words to us here in America for England and Amer- 
ica are both enlightened countries with all the Chris- 
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tian background which adds to our responsibility. Let 
me quote further: 


“The sins with which the prophet charged Israel 
were those of injustice, avarice, oppression, immorality, 
profanity, blasphemy and sacrilege: seven deadly sins. 
If Israel was guilty of them, so are we. Moreover, we 
are in danger of doing exactly what Israel did in the 
reign of Jeroboam. We speak of the prosperity which 
God has given us. We point to the greatness of our 
empire as evidence of the Divine approval, and all the 
while God is judging us for our sins”. (This is still 
more evident now for England has been judged severe- 
ly). “Only as we turn from them in profound re- 
pentance can we live. God has not changed. There 
can be no escape from doom but by the way of 
penitence. We are not yet independent of God, our 
inventions, our policies, our armaments notwithstand- 
ing’. Let us in America heed these solemn words 
written so many years ago by the prince of Bible schol- 
ars and teachers. 


Il. Words of Warning and Exhortation: Chapter 5 


Amos warns Israel and calls upon them to seek the 
Lord: ‘For thus saith the Lord unto the house of 
Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live.” They were seek- 
ing places, sacred places it is true, but only places. It 
was not Gilgal and Beersheba and Bethel that would 
be their help, but God. I am afraid that we in Amer- 
ica are prone to seek sacred places, instead of seeking 
God. The Lord is the only One Who can make us 
live. We have our shrines in America, but a shrine 
is no help: our help must come from God! “Seek the 
Lord, and ye shall live!” This is our need in America 
as it was in Israel. 


While seeking sacred places they were guilty of ter- 
rible sins: they were oppressing the poor and making 
themselves rich. They were to seek good, and not 
evil. They were to hate the evil, and love the good. 
This is the essence of genuine repentance, to hate sin 
and turn from it with grief and a full purpose of new 
obedience, of loving the good. If they did not turn, 
“the Day of the Lord” was coming upon them, and it 
would be a day of darkness. 


Is there not a call to repentance greatly needed in 
our land? We have done some things to bring about 
social justice in America; we need to do more. How 
about our personal attitude? Are we fair and kind 
and generous towards all the weak and poor? 





Recent Reprints 


“The Presbyterian Church’? — A manual for new mem- 
bers. 15¢ each, 2 for 25c, $10.00 hundred. 


“I'll See You In The Morning” — L. Nelson Bell, 10c 
each, $1.00 doz., $6.00 hundred. 


“Understanding the Bible’ — Manford Geo. Gutzke, 
25¢ doz., $2.50 hundred. 


“Architecture Appropriate For Reformed Worship”— 
W. C. Robinson. 15¢ each, $1.50 doz. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 












Mb 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 10, 1960 





9 YOUTH WORK 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


What Is A Human Being? 


Scripture—Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7; Jeremiah 17:9; and 
II Corinthians 5:17 


Suggested Hymns— 
“All People That on Earth Do Dwell” 
“This Is My Father’s World” 
“Just as I Am, Without One Plea” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


What is a human being? To be sure, we recognize 
human beings when we see them. We know that we 
are human beings ourselves, but how should we de- 
fine a human being? Where should we go to find an 
adequate definition? If we went to the chemist he 
would give us an exact chemical analysis of the hu- 
man body, but this is not a very satisfying answer to 
our question . . . If we went to the psychologist, he 
would describe the mental and emotional qualities of 
human personality. The anthropologist probably 
would tell us that a human being is “an individual of 
the highest type of animal existing or known to have 
existed, differing from other high types of animals, 
especially in his extraordinary mental development.” 
But this is not a very high or very noble view of hu- 
man nature. It is not hard to understand why those 
who hold such a view about their own nature would 
conduct themselves in an ignoble way. If we want the 
highest and the most honest picture of humanity, we 
must go to the Bible. The Bible not only teaches 
what we need to know about God, it teaches us the 
truth about human nature. What does the Bible 
have to say about us? 


First Speaker: 


It has been said that the three basic questions about 
humanity are these: “Whence have we come?” “Why 
are we here?” and “Where are we going?” ‘The Bible 
answers all three of these questions. ‘The Scriptures 
give the most beautiful and the most reasonable ac- 
count of the origin of humanity. We are creatures of 
the eternal God. God did not make us from ingredi- 
ents which He had on hand, as a cook makes a pie. 
The Bible uses a special word (Gen. 1:27) to indicate 
that a special act of God was used to create us dif- 
ferent from and superior to the animals. Human 
beings have been created in the likeness of God. This 
does not mean a physical resemblance, but a spiritual 
resemblance. People must have things in common be- 
fore they can have fellowship with one another. Of 
course, man is not exactly like God, but he is enough 


like Him that he can commune with God. We have 
some spiritual qualities in common with God. The 
Catechism for Young Children says, (I know that I have 
a soul as well as a body) “because I can think about 
God and the world to come”. From where have we 
come? We come from the hand of a holy God. Why 
are we here? We are here to have fellowship with our 
Creator, to do His will, and to glorify Him. 


Second Speaker: 


Where are we going? First we must ask, “Where 
are we now?” Has humanity continued in that happy 
condition in which the first human beings were cre- 
ated? The Shorter Catechism says, “Our first parents, 
being left to the freedom of their own will, fell from 
the estate wherein they were created by sinning against 
God”. This entrance of sin upon the human scene has 
corrupted all of human nature. The Bible says, “For 
there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, 
and sinneth not” (Ecclesiastes 7:20). Theologians say 
that human nature is totally depraved. This word de- 
praved does not mean that every human being is just 
as bad as he can be. It means, rather, that every hu- 
man being and all human thoughts and actions are 
tainted by sin. There is no moral and spiritual per- 
fection to be found among human beings. Our like- 
ness with God has not been totally erased, but it has 
been marred. The presence of sin in human life 
means that our fellowship with God has been inter- 
rupted. “But your iniquities have separated between 
you and your God, — your sins have hid His face 
from you, that He will not hear” (Isaiah 59:2). As 
long as we live there is the possibility that this fellow- 
ship may be restored, but when death comes, the sepa- 
ration becomes final and complete. “Where are we 
now?” We are sinful creatures who are separated from 


our God and failing to fulfill the purpose of our crea- 
tion. 


Third Speaker: 


The picture which the Bible paints of sinners is 
dark, but there is Good News for sinners. There is 
a message of hope. There is a possibility of renewal 
for sinners. God sent His Own eternal Son “in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, (and) condemned 
sin in the flesh” (Romans 8:3). Jesus Christ the Son 
of God is the One “Who His Own self bare our sins 
in His Own body on the tree, that we, being dead to 
sins, should live unto righteousness . (I Peter 2: 
24). When a sinner considers what Christ has done 
for him and accepts it by faith, he becomes a renewed 


PAGE 14 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JUNE 29, 1960 























per 
the 
Chi 
aw 
rin 
Sav 
cou 
as | 
ant 


| se 











lave 
The 
lave 
out 
we 
Nhy 

our 


1ere 
PP) 
cre- 
nts, 
rom 
inst 


person.. Through faith in Christ he is released from 
the penalty and the power of sin. “If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new” (II Co- 
rinthians 5:17). Sinners who believe in Christ as 
Savior are restored to fellowship with God, being 
counted as His children, and are given help to live 
as the children of God ought to live. (Read John 1:12 
and Romans 8:16-17.) 


If we want a description of the ideal man, we must 
look at the life and character of Jesus Christ. He not 
only shows us what the ideal is, but He helps us reach 








it by having died for our sins and by livi 

hearts forever. “Where are we going?” P we are 
Christians, we are on our way to an eternity with God. 
If we are not Christians, we are on our way to an 
eternity without God. (Read John 3:36.) 


in our 


Program Leader: 


What is a human being? We do not really know 
ourselves until we have seen ourselves in the light of 
Scripture. We cannot become what we are meant 
to be until we yield our lives in faith to Jesus Christ. 


Closing Prayer. 
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JHE CHURCH AY HOMIE 


BELHAVEN NAMES 
INTERIM PRESIDENT 


JACKSON, Miss. — Dr. Robert F. 
Cooper has been named interim presi- 
dent of Belhaven College succeeding 
McFerran Crowe who resigned effec- 
tive August 31. 


Dr. Cooper will serve until a presi- 
dent is secured by a committee from 
the Board of Trustees. 


He is chairman of the department 
of classical languages at Belhaven and 
was formerly vice president of the 
Presbyterian College. 


Dr. Cooper was president of Missis- 
sippi Synodical College which merged 
with Belhaven in 1939. He had held 
that position since 1921. 





LA. MEN HEAR SOMERVILLE 


CLINTON, La. — (PN) — More 
than 200 men from Louisiana attend- 
ed the Presbyterian Synod Men’s Con- 
ference held here June 4-5, according 
to President Ted H. Shepard, Jr., of 
the Synod Men’s Council and New 
Orleans. 


Keynote speaker at the conference 
was Dr. J. Ernest Somerville, pastor 
of First Presbyterian Church in Phila- 
delphia, Pa., since 1956. Born in 
Glasgow, Scotland, Dr. Somerville 
served as minister at the Balfron 
South Church in Scotland before mov- 
ing to Birmingham, Ala. 


(Elected to succeed Shepard as 
council president was M. E. Mischler 
of Shreveport. Other officers are Gil- 
bert Mills of Zachary, vice president; 
Arthur Mueller of New Orleans, treas- 
urer; and Walter Platt of Shreveport, 
secretary). 


CONGAREE PRESBYTERY 


AIKEN, S. C. — (PN) — Rev. 
Cecil D. Brearly, Jr., formerly pastor 
of Covenant Presbyterian Church in 
Columbia, S. C., was installed as ex- 
ecutive secretary of Congaree Presby- 
tery during the meeting of that court 
May 24. 


Two candidates for ordination were 
examined by Presbytery. Both stu- 
dents at Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary in Decatur, Ga., Donald B. Smith 
will go to Batesburg-Leesville Presby- 
terian Church and Jerry G. Robinson 
is called to Edgefield Presbyterian 
Church. 





P.C. OCCUPIES NEW 


AUDITORIUM 


CLINTON, S. C. — Presbyterian 
College opened the doors of its new 
William Henry Belk Auditorium to 
the public for the first time at the 
college’s 79th commencement exer- 
cises, June 5-6, at which time 113 
baccalaureate degrees and four hon- 
orary degrees were conferred. 


The $500,000 structure, named in 
memory of the nationally known mer- 
cantile leader who founded the great 
Belk organization, is just being com- 
pleted after 20 months of construction 
work. It will be formally dedicated 
next fall. 





PENSACOLA INSTITUTE 
PLANS COMPLETED 
PENSACOLA, Fla. — The program 
of the Fourth Annual Pensacola Theo- 
logical Institute, August 28 — Sep- 
tember 4, has been completed and reg- 
istrations are well ahead of schedule. 
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Speakers of the Institute will in- 
clude Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive 
Secretary of World Missions for the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S.; Dr. Leon- 
ard Greenway, minister of Bethel 
Christian Reformed Church, Grand 
Rapids, Mich.; Dr. John W. Klotz, 
Chairman of the Division of Natural 
Science at Concordia College, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; Dr. Leon Morris, Vice 
Principal of Ridley College, Australia 
and, more recently, visiting Professor 
at Columbia Seminary; Dr. Robert 
Strong, Pastor, Trinity Church, Mont- 
gomery, Ala.; Dr. Kenneth S. Kantzer, 
Chairman of the Division of Biblical 
Education and Apologetics at Wheaton 
College, Ill. 


Entertainment and accommodations 
are furnished by the McIlwaine Me- 
morial church, at a total cost of $11.50 
for tuition and meals. Application 
should be made to Charles H. Thomp- 
son, Registrar, 124 E. Blount St., Pen- 
sacola, Fla. 





N. C. MEN HEAR EVANS AT 
MONTREAT CONFERENCE 


MONTREAT, N. C. — North Car- 
olina men heard Dr. Louis H. Evans 
in three inspirational addresses on the 
theme, “The Living Word for Living 
Men” at the annual Synod Conference 
held here June 10-12. 


With as many as 1000 persons in 
attendance at some of the sessions, the 
three-day meet was also sparked by 
such leaders as E. ‘A. Andrews, Jr., Sec- 
retary of Men’s Work; John J. Deifell, 
Executive Secretary of Georgia; Al- 
bert E. Dimmock, Secretary of Evan- 
gelism; Tully D. Blair, Chairman of 
the General Council; and Robert F. 
Boyd, Bible Professor at PSCE. 

(See “N. C. Men”, p. 16) 





MINISTERS 


J. M. Baird, Jr., from Clinton, Miss., 
to the Brewton, Ala., church. 


William T. Magill, from Excelsior 
Springs, Mo., to the Sweet Springs, 
Mo., church. 


Robert T. Coit, Mobile, Ala., has 
accepted a call to the Long Beach, 
Miss., church, effective Sept. 1. 


R. Clement Dickey, Jr., from Kerr- 
ville, Tex., to graduate study in Eng- 
land. 


Donald M. Covington, Columbia, S. 
C., has enrolled at the Chaplain’s 
School, Ft. Slocum, N. Y. 


Edward G. Boyce, Chamberlain 
Hunt Academy, Port Gibson, Miss., 
will become Professor of Bible at 
Erskine College, Due West, S. C., 
next Fall. 


Warren W. Beale, from Port Sul- 
phur, La., to the Claiborne Ave., 
church, New Orleans. 


J. T. Hayter, Jr., from Fincastle, 
Va., to the Spring Hill church, 
Staunton, Va. 


Joseph R. Woody, Missionary to Bra- 
zil, is on furlough in the States and 
living in Rock Hill, S. C. 


L. W. Warren, Jr., from Columbus, 
Ga., to the Community church, Mo- 
bile, Ala. 


Frederick Z. Woodward, St. Albans, 
W. Va., has accepted a call to the 
Brainerd church, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


DEATHS 


James V. Johnson (H.R.), for 21 
years minister of the Westminster 
church of Miami, Fla., died in Mi- 
ami May 31. 


LETTERS 


FIRST PERSON ROMAN 
CONVERSION STORIES WANTED 


I am collecting testimonials in a 
study — the first of its kind — of 
why Roman Catholics convert to other 
A good publisher is interest- 


faiths. 


ed. If any Protestant Christians who 
were once Roman Catholics would be 
willing to share their stories, I would 
be glad to have them write me for a 


questionnaire. Postage will be re- 
turned. Names will be kept confiden- 


tial. 


—Russell O. Berg 
457 Ninth St. 
Brooklyn 15, N. Y. 





BOOKS ON R.C. OFFERED 
FOR PRICE OF POSTAGE 


I have a number of my late hus- 
band’s books on hand, THE CATH- 
OLIC RELIGION AND THE PROTES- 
TANT FAITH. These books have 
frankly not been in circulation in re- 
cent years and I would be glad to let 
them go to anyone who would supply 
postage. 


—Mrs. J. E. L. Winecoff 
418 S. McQueen St. 
Florence, So. Car. 





DEPLORES “DEFENSIVE” 
ATTITUDE 


Is the pulpit today a place for at- 
tack against the forces of evil? Or 
is it a tight, little pillbox set on a 
hypothetical line of some sort await- 
ing the coming of enemy forces which 
it can then mow down with a hail of 
generalities and theological common- 
places? 


Does the pulpit ever have the right 
to be a place for the minister to hide 
behind, from which he can speak nice 
comforting words to a flock which 
comes to be stimulated to serve God? 

. The command of our Lord, to 
“Go into all the world” is a compelling 
command, sending us out to destroy 
paganism, unbelief and apathy with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ . . . Now 
is the time for preachers to take their 
stand and attack the powers of evil 
wherever they may be found. When 
Paul said, “. . . and there are many 
adversaries” he did not mean that there 
were many attackers from which the 
Christian should defend himself, but 
that there were many strongholds for 
the Christian to overcome in the 
strength of the Lord. 


—(Rev.) D. B. Stevenson, Jr. 
Bradley, W. Va. 


Amen! We have some pointed com- 
ments on the editorial page about 
standing up and being counted.—Ed. 
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IRRESISTIBLE? 


I never dreamed that the day would 
come when I would renew my sub- 
scription to the Journal! Either you 
have “brainwashed” me or else I have 
grown more to appreciate the Gospel 
Evangelical doctrine more. 


—(Rev.) Gavin Lee Douglas 
Tampa, Fla. 


We have discovered that the trend 
is definitely towards a wider apprecia- 
tion of “Gospel Evangelical” doctrine. 
In a sense it’s a sort of brainwashing. 


—Ed. 





LAYMEN—from p. 1] 

Trying to crash the gate of Heaven 
is a tragic mistake. The portals of 
an eternity with God are not scaled 
by any man-made scheme, nor can 
they be breached by cleverly devised 
philosophies. 


The Way to Heaven is Christ. The 
Gate to Heaven is Christ. The Door 
of Heaven is Christ. And “whosoever 
believeth in Him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life.’ 


In our concern for a Christian world 
order let us remember that such is 
possible only when there are Chris- 
tians. And there are no Christians 
outside God’s ordained Way. 


—L. N. B. 





N. C. MEN—from p. 15 

Elected to lead N. C. men during 
the coming year were Marcus R. Smith, 
Raeford, President; W. G. McGavock, 
Davidson, Vice President; W. B. 
Lentz, Raleigh, Vice President; James 
A. Barrus, Charlotte, Vice President; 
and David W. Smith, Secretary-Treas- 
urer. 





PERSONALS 


WANTED: Contact with any person 
interested in position as Director of 
Christian Education. Write: Rev. 
Miles C. Wood, Jr., First Presby- 


terian Church, Statesboro, Georgia. 





WANTED — Dedicated Christian 
teachers for Christian Day School un- 
der jurisdiction of West End Presby- 
terian Church. Openings in Ist Grade, 
4th-5th grades, and High School Math 
(with possibility of helping in school 
administration). Contact: Mrs. Caro- 
lyn Williams Layne, Principal, 1600 
Atlantic St., Hopewell, Virginia. 


